Flora identified within a region plays an important role in maintaining national natural reserves. Iran is one of the most important centers of plant diversity in the Old World (22% endemic species of 8000 plant species). Dehdez burned forest area is located in the southeastern Khuzestan province. The field data were obtained from 115 sample plots in a systematic random grid (20 m × 20 m). The attributes such as tree and shrub species type, the number of species and canopy coverage were recorded. Within each sample plot small and large crown diameters were measured. In order to record herbaceous species, the Whitaker's snail plot method was applied (100 m² minimum plot area). In this study, 240 plant species were assessed and identified to 158 genera and 42 families. Asteraceae family with 33 species, Papilionaceae with 32 species, Poaceae with 29 species, Apiaceae with 27 species and Lamiaceae with 18 species prevailed and constituted 57.9% of all the plants observed. Investigation of species life forms showed that Hemicryptophyte plants were most important. Chorological study showed that species found in Irano-Turanian and Common areas of Irano-Turanian and Mediterranean eruption were the most important ecological groups in the region, while other chorotypes were positioned far from the next in importance.
IntroductIon
Iran with approximately 1.65 million km 2 area is a large country and except for Turkey it is the richest country in the Middle East in terms of plant diversity (White and Leonard 1991) . The country is one of the centers of plant diversity considered in the Old World with nearly 22% endemic species of 8000 plant species of flora (Ghahreman 1994) . The life form of any plant is fixed to developement based on morphological adaptation of plants to environmental conditions. There are different classification of the life forms, and among them Raunkier system is most commonly used. This system is based on the position of vegetative buds observed after a unfavorable for growth season. Plants are divided in the six main groups: Phanerophyte, Chamaephyte, Hemicryptophyte, Cryptophyte, Therophyte and Epiphyte (Asri 1999) . The life form also depends on genetics and environmental factors, Certain environmental conditions can trigger shaping different, undeniable forms of plants. The spectrum of dominant life forms in a given climate, represents how adaptation of plants to climate is exceptional. The ecological range of each plant species has certain and unique amount of changes which will endure in environmental conditions. Field distribution of species may be limited or wide (Asri 1998) . Vegetation of each region indicates specific important features and phenomena of nature and is the best guide in judgments concerning ecological factors in the region. Plants are resistant organisms that tolerate all environmental conditions and occurrences over the long term, including environmental stress (Meymandi Nezhad 1973) . In any country, information on vegetation status -not just infrastructure development and scientific activities in the field -has commercial applications. It can also play an important role in restoration and use of natural resources (Shahsavari 1998) . Identification of plant vegetation and geography of each region based on regional ecological research and reviews provides for effective appraisal of current and anticipated future nature status, and in this context proper management practices at a regional level play an important role (Shahsavari 1994 ). The position of regional studies on plants and plant geography has been more and more recognized in the global network of regional nature conservation (Iran Nezhad Parizi et al. 2001) . Floristic research is one of the most effective methods in the management and protection of genetic resources (Akbarinia et al. 2004) .
As a general rule, the identification of vegetation of an area and studies on biodiversity are particularly important as research basis in environmental sciences (Stace 1989) . Quick and easy access to a particular plant species at its site and given time to determine the potential and capability of vegetative region (Stace 1989 ). This study is very useful for planning with reference to reclamation and management of valuable species. The study had been carried out for the first time in Southwest Iran with the aim to precisely identify plant species, especially those of local plants so as to review their chorotypes and life forms.
MAterIAl And Methods
The burned forest study area is located in Southwest Iran in Khuzestan province; between (31°41'45") and (31°42'15") eastern longitude and (50°18'20") and (50°19'15") northern latitude ( fig. 1 ).
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Fig. 1. Map of studied area
The study site covers an area of 238 ha. The altitude there is 1950-2204 m a.s.l. According to Eizeh weather station statistics, average precipitation and mean annual temperature are 596 mm and 19.1°C, respectively. In terms of climate the area based on coefficient method drought, De Marton (19.81) with semi-arid climate and is based on the method of Amberger coefficient (60.86) is placed in the range of sub-humid climate areas.
The field data were obtained using 115 sample plots (20 m × 20 m) in a systematic random grid. The attributes observed included tree and shrub species, the number of species and canopy coverage were recorded and small and large crown diameters were measured in each sample plot. In order to record herbaceous species, the Whitaker's nested sampling plot method was used, and the minimum area of 100 m² was determined. In the intercept, the area and the number of species for each plot were drawn to the X and Y axes, respectively. In the intersection point where the curve became horizontal, a vertical line was drawn toward the X-axis (Muller and Ellenberg 1974) . In this study, the abovementioned minimum plot area was obtained as 81 m². The plot area was considered as 100 m² with the aim to increase precision. Plant samples were identified at the Islamic Azad University herbarium in Ahwaz with the use of valid references such as Flora Iranica (Rechinger 1998) , Flora of Iraq (Townsen et al. 1985) , Flora of Turkey (Davis 1965 (Davis -1985 , Flora of Iran (Asadi et al. 1988) , Flora of Khuzestan (Mozaffarian 1999) , Flora of Ilam (Mozaffarian 2007), Flora of Iran (Ghahreman 1975 (Ghahreman -1999 and other applicable resources.
The life forms of plants were determined by Raunkier method (Raunkier 1934) . Geographical distribution of species was determined based on vegetative areas classified by Zohary (Zohary 1963 (Zohary , 1973 and Takhtajan (Thakhtajan 1986 ).
results
In 2012, 240 plant species from the study area were examined and classified into 158 genera and 42 families. The list of families, species, life forms and their distribution is presented in tab. 1. Asteraceae (33 species), Papilionaceae (32 species), Poaceae (29 species), Apiaceae (27 species) and Lamiaceae (18 species) were the most important families. These families represented 57.9 % of all the species and families observed. Frequency of plant species from the families identified is shown in fig. 2 .
The assessment of life forms based on the Raunkier system (Raunkier 1934) showed that the most important group was Hemicryptophyte. In the present study, Hemicryptophyte constituted 43%, Therophyte -38%, Geophytes -7%, Phanerophyte and Chamaephyte -6% of the life forms observed. The life-form spectrum of the plants investigated is presented in fig. 3 .
Phanerophyte 6%
Geophyte 7% Therophyte 37%
Chamaephyte 6% Hemicryptophyte 44%
Fig. 3. Life-form spectrum of plants in Dehdez forest
Geographical distribution analysis showed that the most important chorotype was Irano-Turanian. The results obtained indicated that Irano-Turanian chorotype constituted 53.3%, Irano-Turanian, Mediterranean (IT, M) -11.6%, Irano-Turanian, Mediterranean and European-Siberian (IT, M, ES) -9.6% of plant geographical distribution. The abovementioned chorotypes constituted 74.5% of all the species observed. The spectrum of geographical distribution is shown in fig. 4 Number of Species 
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dIscussIon
The results obtained allow for the conclusion that the study area is very rich with reference to plant diversity. Among all plants, Hemicryptophyte (43%) are dominant and Therophyte (38%) are next in the order. Plant life forms indicate abilities of adaptation to environmental factors, and especially -climatic conditions. According to Mobayen (1975 Mobayen ( , 1985 Mobayen ( , 1995 ) the frequency of Therophyte plants is a result of Mediterranean climate and the frequency of Hemicryptophyte is attributable to cold and temperate climate. On the whole, the frequencies of Hemicryptophyte and Therophyte among the plants of the area show the effects of the two types of climate: Mediterranean and cold temperate. Therophyte adapted to the rainfall shortage and dryness of the region, by enduring in the form of seed during the vegetation season (Asri 2003) . Hemicryptophyte adapted to conditions of the area by using different ways such as: reserving water, using ground water, reducing water needs by losing leaves and diminishing own vegetative growth. The dominance of Hemicryptophyte and Therophyte clearly indicates adaptation of these plants to area aridity. The geographical distribution of plants reflects the climate conditions. Considering the fact that 53.3% plant species in the area are Irano-Turanian elements, there can be concluded that the area is Irano-Turanian (characterized by low rainfall and extended dry season). Astragalus diversity with its 11 species identified in the study area which is mountainous, shows that Astragalus family has adapted to mountainous conditions. The occurrence of Asteraceae and Lamiaceae families with large species diversity is the result of environmental degradation in the area investigated. It is believed that degradation of the region is accompanied by increasing occurrence of several plant families including Asteraceae, which is supported by the results of Archibold (1995) 
conclusIon
The study area is very rich in terms of plant diversity. Documenting habitat floristic composition is valuable for ecological research continuation as well as management and conservation of plants and animals. Resources available for conservation of species and ecosystems are in short supply relative to the needs. Targeting conservation and management actions toward the species and ecosystems requires clearly established priorities such as studies of floristic composition. Thus, in this research, the identification of 245 plant species in Dehdez burned forest along with their chorology, family, species and life form are of central importance for further ecological investigation, conservation and management of wildlife refuge in Iran. 
